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Pablo Casals Award - For a better world:  

      Marie-Elisabeth Hecker and Martin Helmchen take home prize at 

award premiere  

Husband-and-wife team receive €10,000 prize for their social engagement and tremendous 

personal commitment to supporting musical life in Rwanda.  

 

Kronberg, 3 October, Kronberg Academy has presented its “Pablo Casals Award 

- For a better world” for the first time at the Kronberg Festival. In future, the 

Academy intends to give out the award, which was initiated by Flossbach von 

Storch AG , on an annual basis, in keeping with Pablo Casals’ philosophy...“I 

am a man first, an artist second. My first obligation is to the welfare of my 

fellow man.” The very first presentation took place yesterday evening. 

Husband-and-wife team Martin Helmchen (piano) and Marie-Elisabeth Hecker 

(cello) received the prize primarily for their “Music Road Rwanda” project, 

which supports the development of music in Rwanda. Music is taught in very 

few of the country’s schools, and there is no further musical education there – 

a situation that the couple have been working to improve for over ten years: 

“As artists, we are uniquely privileged, and so we feel obliged to engage in 

social issues. The universal language and healing power of music play a key 

role in facilitating this.” The pair now wish to invest the prize money of €10,000 

in training and development courses for local music teachers. 

The celebratory prize giving was attended by publicist and historian Professor 

Michael Wolffsohn, who gave the commendatory address at the prize winners’ 

request, and by Kurt von Storch, founder and proprietor of asset management 

company Flossbach von Storch. In his speech, Wolffsohn outlined the difficult 

political conditions in Rwanda and emphasised how important social engagement in 

this East African country is as a result. Kurt von Storch, who initiated the “Pablo 

Casals Award - For a better world”, explained in his address how he himself had 

experienced the unifying power of music as a young person in his school orchestra, 

and how he hoped that as many artists as possible would follow the example of the 

prize winners: “There are so many different opportunities to become involved in 

social projects – including here in Germany. We are delighted to be able to support 

Kronberg Academy in furthering the social engagement of artists in such a special 

way.” Raimund Trenkler, Founder and President of Kronberg Academy, gave this 

additional emphasis: “Very much in keeping with Pablo Casals’ thinking, the practice 

of social engagement forms an integral part of our educational philosophy. I am 

therefore extremely pleased that we are today sending out an important message 

through this award.” 

Marta Casals Istomin (chair), the widow of Pablo Casals, as well as Christoph 

Eschenbach, Gidon Kremer, Sir András Schiff and Raimund Trenkler make up the 

 



panel of jury members in charge of selecting the winners. They are supported by the 

“Artists for a Better Future” initiative launched by Christoph Poppen. 

The award, initiated by Cologne-based asset management company Flossbach von 

Storch and endowed with €10,000, will now be presented by Kronberg Academy 

every year. It is intended to support and encourage artists to follow the example set 

by Pablo Casals, and commit themselves to helping others. 

Anyone wishing to learn more about the project “Music Road Rwanda” can find more 

information online at www.music-road-rwanda.de or is welcome to send an email to 

info@music-road-rwanda.de. The Music Road Rwanda team consists entirely of 

professional musicians, instrumental teachers and supervisors. 

 

 

About Kronberg Academy  

Kronberg Academy is today considered one of the most important meeting and training places for 

young violinists, violists, cellists and now for young pianists as well. Located in the heart of Europe, it 

gathers the world’s most gifted young musicians and brings them together with the great artists of our 

time. Through the Kronberg Academy Study Programmes, young soloists work intensively with leading 

musicians all year round in the pursuit of bachelor’s and master’s degrees. Kronberg Academy’s 

events offer young artists a chance to share the stage with their role models, and also give audiences 

the opportunity to immerse themselves in this special atmosphere. Furthermore, Kronberg Academy’s 

students go on tour together several times each year where they perform as an ensemble on 

international stages. The philosophy of Pablo Casals, the great cellist and champion of peace who 

believed that art, humanity and respect for nature are inextricably linked, is the guiding principle for all 

training and musical activities that take place at the new Casals Forum. In opening the Casals Forum 

at the Kronberg Festival from 24 September to 03 October 2022, Kronberg Academy inaugurated the 

first concert hall and study centre in Europe capable of climate-neutral operation. 
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